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Installation or construction of a private swimming pool

Verified 31 January 2025 - Directorate for Legal and Administrative Information (Prime Minister)
Are you going to settle or build a swimming pool in your garden? Depending on the type of swimming pool (buried

or above ground, with or without shelter, its area and its location, a city planning authorization may be required.
We're presenting the regulations.

What applies to you ?
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Veuillez patienter pendant le chargement de la page

Before starting your city planning, you should ask your local council if your project is located in a sheltered area. Protected sites are
remarkable heritage sites, the surroundings of historical monuments, classified sites or pending filing.

Buried pool (with or without shelter)

The structure of the swimming pool is completely buried in the ground. It's not removable.

The construction of a swimming pool may result in higher local taxes

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2799?lang=en) . You must declare it within 90 days of the completion of
the work.

If your swimming pool has an area of more than 10 m? you are also subject to the development tax
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F23263?lang=en) .

Warning

You need to equip your pool with safety features (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1722?lang=en) to
prevent drowning.

What permission should | ask to build a homeless pool? ~

The choice of city planning authorization depends on the surface area of the swimming pool:
Pool up to 10 m?
General case

You don't have to ask for city planning authorization.

However, the MORE may impose specific rules that you must follow. Remember to consult the service of the city planning of your
town hall.

Who shall | contact

In protected area

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:
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e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221),

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact
Pool of more than 10 m? and up to 100 m?

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

¢ Inyour own hand.

On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact
Pool of more than 100 m?

You must request a building permit (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F19862lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

¢ Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221),

Form

The form is different if your pool is the annex of a detached house or other type of construction:

Detached house

You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit for a detached house and/or its annexes (CMIP)

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R11637)

Who shall | contact

Other construction

You must use the following form:
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Application for a building permit (other than for a detached house or its annexes)
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R20835)

Who shall | contact

What permission should | ask to build a swimming pool and its shelter?

The choice of city planning authorization depends on the surface of the swimming pool basin and sometimes the height of the
shelter:

Pool up to 10 m? with shelter
General case

You don't have to ask for city planning authorization.

However, the MORE may impose specific rules that you must follow. Remember to consult the service of the city planning of your
town hall.

Who shall | contact

In protected area

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221),

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact

Basin of more than 10 m? and up to 100 m? with shelter

The choice of city planning authorization depends on the height of the swimming pool shelter:

Shelter up to 1.80 m high

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
¢ By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221),

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact
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Shelter more than 1.80 m high

You must request a building permit (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1986?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)

Form

The form is different if your pool is the annex of a detached house or other type of construction.

Detached house
You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit for a detached house and/or its annexes (CMIP)
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R11637)

Who shall | contact

Other construction
You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit (other than for a detached house or its annexes)

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R20835)

Who shall | contact
Pool of more than 100 m? with shelter

You must request a building permit (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1986?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.

On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)

Form

The form is different if your pool is the annex of a detached house or other type of construction:

Detached house

You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit for a detached house and/or its annexes (CMIP)
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R11637)

Who shall | contact

Other construction

You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit (other than for a detached house or its annexes)
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R20835)

Who shall | contact
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What permission to settle a shelter on an existing swimming pool?

Depending on the height of the shelter you want to build, a town hall authorization may be required:

Shelter up to 1.80 m high

General case
You don't have to ask for city planning authorization at the city hall.

Please note

The MORE may impose specific rules. Remember to consult the service of the city planning of your town hall.

Who shall | contact

In protected area

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221),

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact

Shelter more than 1.80 m high

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter
e Inyour own hand.

On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact

Above ground swimming pool

The above ground pool is an unburied, inflatable or kit pool for example.
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The construction of a swimming pool may result in higher local taxes

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2799?lang=en) . You must declare it within 90 days of the completion of
the work.

If your swimming pool has an area of more than 10 m? you are also subject to the development tax
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F23263?lang=en) .

Warning

You need to equip your pool with safety features (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1722?lang=en) to
prevent drowning.

What authorization to settle an above ground swimming pool 3 months a year .
or 15 days in a sheltered area?

You don't have to ask for city planning authorization.

Please note

The MORE may impose specific rules. Remember to consult the service of the city planning of your town hall.

Who shall | contact

A

What authorization to settle an above ground swimmin:g pool more than 3
months a year or more than 15 days in a sheltered area:

Depending on the area of the pool or the height of the shelter, no declaration or prior declaration or application for a building
permit must be made:

Pool up to 10 m?

General case
You don't have to ask for city planning authorization.

Please note

The MORE may impose specific rules. Remember to consult the service of the city planning of your town hall.

Who shall | contact

In protected area

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

¢ Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221),

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact
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Pool of more than 10 m? up to 100 m?

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

¢ Inyour own hand.

On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact
Pool of more than 100 m?

You must request a building permit (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F19862lang=en) in town hall:

e By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

¢ Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221),

Form

The form is different if your pool is the annex of a detached house or other type of construction:

Detached house

You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit for a detached house and/or its annexes (CMIP)

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R11637)

Who shall | contact

Other construction

You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit (other than for a detached house or its annexes)

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R20835)

Who shall | contact

Basin with coverage of more than 1.80m high

You must request a building permit (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1986?lang=en) in town hall:

¢ By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.

On the Internet
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Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)
Form

The form is different if your pool is the annex of a detached house or other type of construction:

Detached house

You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit for a detached house and/or its annexes (CMIP)

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R11637)

Who shall | contact

Other construction

You must use the following form:

Application for a building permit (other than for a detached house or its annexes)

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R20835)

Who shall | contact

Wha]:c) permission should | ask to build a shelter on an existing above ground
pool:

Depending on the height of the shelter you want to build, a town hall authorization may be required:

Shelter up to 1.80 m high

General case
You don't have to ask for city planning authorization at the city hall.

Please note

The MORE may impose specific rules. Remember to consult the service of the city planning of your town hall.

Who shall | contact

In protected area

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:

¢ By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.
On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact

Shelter more than 1.80 m high

You have to make a prior declaration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F17578?lang=en) in town hall:
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¢ By dematerialized according to the arrangements made by your municipality (inquire on the site of the town hall or on the spot)
e By letter RAR

e Inyour own hand.

On the Internet

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221)

Form

You must use the following form:

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028)

Who shall | contact

Who can help me?

Find who can answer your questions in your region

Statute and miscellaneous references

City planning code: article R*421-1 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000006188285/?lang=en)

New buildings subject to building permits

City planning code: Articles R*421-2 to R*421-8-2 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA0O00006188251/?lang=en)
New construction exempted from authorization

City planning Code: Articles R421-9 to R*421-12 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000006188272?lang=en)
New buildings subject to prior notification

Ministerial reply of 24 September 2013 on city planning authorizations for the installation of an above-ground swimming pool
(http://questions.assemblee-nationale.fr/q14/14-28734QE.htm?lang=en)

Above ground swimming pools (more than 3 months)

Online services and forms

Support for your city planning authorization request (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R52221?lang=en)
Online service

Prior declaration of construction and works not subject to a building permit
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R2028?lang=en)

Form

Application for a building permit for a detached house and/or its annexes (CMIP)
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R11637?lang=en)

Form
Application for a building permit (other than for a detached house or its annexes)
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R20835?lang=en)

Form

FAQ

New construction, garage, swimming pool...: what effect on local taxes?
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2799?lang=en),

Can you settle a jacuzzi in your garden? (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F31475?lang=en)
Do you need a city planning permit to settle a garden shed?

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F662?lang=en)

Additional topics
Safety device for private swimming pools for family or group use
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1722?lang=en)
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