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Access to the asylum seeker's work

Verified 20 October 2025 - Directorate of Legal and Administrative Information (Prime Minister)
As an asylum seeker in France, you may be allowed to work if theOfpra has not ruled on your application 6 months

filing your application or after.

First 6 months

You cannot not get permission to work for the first 6 months which follow the registration of your application by Ofpra.

Nevertheless, pending the response of Ofpra, you may, under certain conditions, collect the Asylum Seeker Allowance (Ada)
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F33314?lang=en) .

After 6 months

Your employer may request a work authorization (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F3100?lang=en) if the
following 2 conditions are met:

¢ Certificate of claim in your possession
e Asylum application under consideration for more than 6 months by Ofpra.

In this case, when you apply for renewal of the certificate of asylum application at the end of validity, your employer may also

request a work authorization (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R58908?lang=en) . A promise of employment
or an employment contract must accompany the application.

If the proposed employment contract comes into play valid certificate, your future employer must request a work authorization
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R18894?lang=en) .

Whatever the time of filing, the application shall be examined in accordance with rules applicable to all foreigner workers in France
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2728?lang=en) . In particular, the administration analyses the employment
situation (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F3100?lang=en) in the relevant occupation and employment pool.

The administration has a period of 2 months from the receipt of the application for a work permit.
If you do not hear from your application within this period, the authorization is deemed to have been granted.

The duration of the work authorization cannot exceed the duration of your receipt, which is 6 months. The work permit is renewable
until the decision of Ofpra.

If you were granted the right to work before the rejection decision by Ofpra, you retain this right in the event of appeal to the CNDA.
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2675?lang=en)

Statute and miscellaneous references A~

Code on the Entry and Residence of foreigners and the Right to Asylum: Articles L554-1 to L554-4
(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section Ic/LEGITEXTO00006070158/LEGISCTA000042772526/#LEGISCTA000042775808?
lang=en)

Access to the labor market
Code on the Entry and Stay of foreigners and the Right to Asylum: Articles R521-1 to R521-20
(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section Ic/LEGITEXTO00006070158/LEGISCTA000042801648/?lang=en)

Registration of the asylum application
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Code on the Entry and Stay of foreigners and the Right to Asylum: Articles R571-1 to R573-2

(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section Ic/LEGITEXTO00006070158/LEGISCTA000042802232/#LEGISCTA0000428060267?
lang=en)

Right of residence of the asylum seeker

Code on the Entry and Residence of foreigners and the Right to Asylum: Articles D531-1 to R531-39

(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section Ic/LEGITEXT000006070158/LEGISCTA000042801708/?lang=en)
Procedure before OFPRA

Directive 2013/33/EU laying down standards for the reception of applicants for international protection
(http://eur-lex.europa.ev/legal-content/FR/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32013L0033?lang=en)

Online services and forms

Apply online for a work permit to hire a foreigner employee

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/R58908?lang=en)
Online service
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