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Your child eats in the canteen of his school and you wonder about the organization of this service? The
department is responsible for school catering at the college. The region is responsible for the high school region.
Conditions of attendance, price, course and composition of a meal: here are the rules to know about the school
canteen in middle school and high school.

This page has been automatically translated. Please refer to the page in French if needed.

Is school catering mandatory?

No, the school catering service in colleges and high schools is optional.

What are the conditions of access to the school canteen?

When the school catering service is available, you can register your child there.

The community in charge of the service must specify the conditions of access to school catering. However, your social situation

should not be an obstacle to the registration of your child. For example, it is illegal to reserve access to the school canteen for

children whose parents are working.

What is the price of a meal at the school canteen?

The rates school canteen are determined by the department for colleges, and the region for high schools.

The state or region may choose to apply to the price on family quotient. This makes it possible toadapt the rates according to your

income and expenses.

Sometimes you can benefit fromhelp to pay your child's canteen fees

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F19294?lang=en) .

You must contact thesocial worker of the college or secondary school or the secretariat of the school.

The aid is awarded by the head of the establishment. He informs you at the beginning of the school year of the conditions for the

allocation of this social fund.

Who shall I contact

School (https://www.education.gouv.fr/annuaire)

How long is a meal in the school canteen?

The meal must last at least 30 minutes, not to mention the possibility of waiting for the service.

What is the composition of a meal in the school canteen?

Menus must respect a nutritional balance. The portion size is adapted to the type of dish and the age group.

The school lunch consists of the following:

1 main course

1 trim

1 milk product
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Who can help me?

Find who can answer your questions in your region

School (https://www.education.gouv.fr/annuaire)

Education Code: Articles L213-1 to L213-10 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000006182383?lang=en)

College: competences of departments

Education Code: Articles L214-5 to L214-11 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000006182386?lang=en)

High school: regional skills

Education Code: Articles R531-52 to R531-53 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000020743087?lang=en)

School catering rates

Rural and Maritime Fisheries Code: Article L230-5-1 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000043978730?lang=en)

Origin of food

Order of 30 September 2011 on the nutritional quality of school meals

(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/id/JORFTEXT000024614763/?lang=en)

Circular No. 2001-118 of 25 June 2001 on school catering (PDF - 286.6 KB)

(http://circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2009/04/cir_1678.pdf?lang=en)

Circular No. 2003-135 of 8 September 2003 on the reception and integration of children with health problems

(http://www.education.gouv.fr/bo/2003/34/MENE0300417C.htm?lang=en)

FAQ

Can we get financial help for the school canteen? (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F19294?lang=en)

What is an Individual Hospitality Project (IAP)? (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F21392?lang=en)

School canteen at primary school (kindergarten and elementary)

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F24570?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr

School catering (https://www.education.gouv.fr/la-restauration-scolaire-6254?lang=en)

1 starter and/or 1 dessert.

Please note

Meals must be made up of 50% sustainable quality products (20% of which are organic).

Water and bread are available for free.

Salt and sauces are served according to the dishes. They are not freely accessible.

The school's menus are generally available on its website.

The department (in middle school) and the region (in high school) are responsible for the composition of the menus.

Depending on the establishment, meals are prepared on site or in the central kitchen.

Please note

There's no snacks in middle school and high school.

Food allergy and canteen attendance: what possibilities?

If your child has a specific diet due to state of health, the school can offer adapted menus. For this, a individualized reception

project (IAP) (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F21392?lang=en)  can be set up.

You can also prepare packed lunches for your child. You are then responsible for the provision of the meal, packaging and

transportation. Your child will eat his or her lunch basket in the canteen.

Statute and miscellaneous references

Additional topics
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