REPUBLIQUE
FRANCAISE . H H
RANE =-. Service Public
jLE'ZZZ L4 ’0 Vos droits et démarches plus simplement

Fraternité

This page has been automatically translated. Please refer to the page in French if needed.

Cost of a lawsuit

Verified 18 February 2025 - Directorate for Legal and Administrative Information (Prime Minister)
If most of the time it is possible to bring the case for free, be party to proceedings may have a cost. Some costs

are directly linked to the conduct of the procedure (e.g. significance of an act). The parties may also be subject to
the settlement of other charges (e.g. fees of the lawyer). We present you with the information you need to know.

What is the cost of a civil or criminal trial? ~

In a trial before a court civil court or before the labor council
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2289?lang=en) , there are 2 types of costs: costs and non-repetitive costs.

The court order indicates the part who has to pay these sums.

FYI

The filing of an application before the civil courts of first instance or the labor council
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2289?lang=en) does not incur any costs.

Costs of the proceedings (costs)

The costs shall be the following:

¢ Fees, fees, fees, emoluments due to the Registry (payment of stamps for the registration of proceedings, issue of copies of
judgments, etc.)

e Tax (such as paying a tax stamp)

e Translation costs of an act (e.g. marriage contract) where it is mandatory

e Witness Allowances (travel, subsistence, etc.)

e Remuneration of technicians appointed by the judge (e.g. an expert)

e Remuneration of public and ministerial officials (e.g. Commissioners of Justice

(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section Ic/LEGITEXT000005634379/LEGISCTA000032127746/2024-07-08/) when they mean
a judgment)

e Remuneration of lawyers where regulated (e.g. right to plead, the formalities carried out during a seizure of immovable property
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F16987?lang=en) )

e Costs incurred by the notification of an act abroad

e Costs incurred by a social survey during a procedure on parental authority, of adoption or before protection litigation judge
(https://www.vie-publique.fr/fiches/38266-juge-des-tutelles)

e Remuneration of the person appointed to hear a minor in connection with a emancipation procedure
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1194?lang=en)

¢ Remuneration and costs specific to the measures, investigations and examinations required in connection with a travel procedure
unlawful of a child abroad.

FYI

The right to plead is not due in the case of proceedings before the Labor Council.

Irreproducible charges
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Irreproducible costs are those not included in the costs. These include:

e Lawyer fees (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en) (they are fixed freely and specified in a fee
agreement)

e Travel and accommodation expenses the parties must attend the hearing
e Remuneration of consultants or experts who have not been appointed by the judge.
These costs are normally advanced by each party to the proceedings.

Payment of the costs of the trial
Order for costs

In making his decision, the judge shall specify the part who must pay the costs.
In principle, costs must be paid by the part who lost the trial.
By way of exception, the judge may order by reasoned decision that:

e The sum is shared between the parties to the trial
e Or be charged to one of the parties.

Warning

If the losing party has benefited from legal aid (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en) and
ordered to pay the costs, it must repay the sums paid by the State as a result of that aid.

Payment of non-repetitive charges

The other party may be asked to reimburse the non-repetitive costs.

To obtain a refund, the party who advanced these fees (or its lawyer

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en) ) must make a request in writing (for example, in its

subpoena).

It must also provide all the documents needed to justify its request (quotes, invoices, etc.).

At the end of the trial, the judge may order that the party ordered to pay all or part of the costs (or who has lost the trial) also be
obliged to pay the irreversible costs.

In making its decision, the judge must consider the economic situation of the party who lost the trial.

It is not obliged to order it to pay the irreversible costs advanced by the opposing party.

Please note

Counsel for the parties may be paid through legal aid (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en) . If
the winning party receives such aid and the losing party does not, the lawyer of the winning party may waive such aid. In this case,
the losing party may be ordered to pay fees to the winning party's lawyer.

What is the cost of a commercial court trial? ~

Proceedings before the Commercial Court (or the economic activities tribunal
(https://www.justice.fr/actu/tribunal-commerce-devient-tribunal-activites-economiques) in some cities) entails 2 types of costs: costs
and non-repetitive costs.

The court order indicates the part who has to pay these sums.

Costs of the proceedings (costs)

The costs shall be the following:

e Fees, taxes, fees, emoluments due to the Registry (registration of a business
(https://entreprendre.service-public.gouv.fr/vosdroits/F35934?lang=en) , delivery of copies of judgments, etc.)
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Tax (such as paying a tax stamp)

Translation costs of an act (e.g. an act amending the statutes of a business) where it is mandatory
Witness appearance allowances (e.g. travel, accommodation to attend the hearing)
Remuneration of technicians appointed by the judge (e.g. an expert)

Remuneration of public and ministerial officials (e.g. Commissioners of Justice

(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section Ic/LEGITEXTO000005634379/LEGISCTA000032127746/2024-07-08/) when they mean
a judgment)

Remuneration of lawyers where regulated (e.g. right to plead, the formalities carried out during a seizure of immovable property
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F16987?lang=en) )

Costs incurred by the notification of an act abroad

Warning

In front of the commercial court, (https://entreprendre.service-public.gouv.fr/vosdroits/F1792?lang=en) the amount of the costs
varies according to the method of referral of the Commercial Court and the type of dispute.

Who shall | contact

Irreproducible charges

Irreproducible costs are those not included in the costs. These include:

Lawyer fees (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en) (they are fixed freely and specified in a fee
agreement)

Travel and accommodation expenses if the parties are to attend the hearing
Remuneration of consultants or experts who have not been appointed by the judge.

These costs are normally advanced by each party to the proceedings.

Payment of the costs of the trial

Order for costs

In making his decision, the judge shall specify the part who must pay the costs.

In principle, costs must be paid by the party who lost the case.

By way of exception, the judge may order by reasoned decision that:

The sum is shared between the parties to the trial
Or be charged to one of the parties.

Warning

If the losing party has benefited from legal aid (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en) and
ordered to pay the costs, it must repay the sums paid by the State as a result of that aid.

Payment of non-repetitive charges

Reimbursement of non-repetitive costs may be requested from the part adverse.

To obtain a refund, the party who advanced these fees (or its lawyer
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en) ) must make a request in writing (for example, in its

subpoena).

It must also provide all the documents needed to justify its request (quotes, invoices, etc.).

At the end of the trial, the judge can order that the party ordered to pay all or part of the costs or also obliged to pay the non-
repetitive costs.

In making its decision, the judge must consider the economic situation of the party who lost the trial.

It is not obliged to order it to pay the irreversible costs advanced by the opposing party.


https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section_lc/LEGITEXT000005634379/LEGISCTA000032127746/2024-07-08/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section_lc/LEGITEXT000005634379/LEGISCTA000032127746/2024-07-08/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section_lc/LEGITEXT000005634379/LEGISCTA000032127746/2024-07-08/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section_lc/LEGITEXT000005634379/LEGISCTA000032127746/2024-07-08/
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F16987?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F16987?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F16987?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F16987?lang=en
https://entreprendre.service-public.gouv.fr/vosdroits/F1792?lang=en
https://entreprendre.service-public.gouv.fr/vosdroits/F1792?lang=en
https://entreprendre.service-public.gouv.fr/vosdroits/F1792?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en
https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en

Please note

Counsel for the parties may be paid through legal aid (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en) . If
the winning party receives such aid and the losing party does not, the lawyer of the winning party may waive such aid. In this case,
the losing party may be ordered to pay fees to the winning party's lawyer.

What is the cost of a criminal trial? ~

In criminal proceedings, costs (e.g. witness fees) are normally borne by the State.

However, the person who is a civil party (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F20798?lang=en) must settle a
consignment the amount of which shall be fixed by the judge on the basis of his income.

The author of the offense (convicted person) must settle a fixed procedural right and possibly the non-recurring costs that the civil
party had to advance.

Fees corresponding to the fixed procedural right

The amount of the fixed procedural charge varies according to the type of decision given and of the court having jurisdiction:

e €62 for decisions rendered by the police court
(https://www.justice.gouv.fr/justice-france/lorganisation-cours-tribunaux/lordre-judiciaire/juridictions-penales)

e €62 for penal orders (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F36141?lang=en) rendered by the correctional court
(https://www.justice.gouv.fr/justice-france/lorganisation-cours-tribunaux/lordre-judiciaire/juridictions-penales)

e €254 for other decisions of the correctional court

e €1,054 for decisions rendered by the court of assize (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1487?lang=en)

e €338 for decisions rendered by the court of appeal
(https://www.justice.gouv.fr/justice-france/lorganisation-cours-tribunaux/lordre-judiciaire/cour-dappel) in the field criminal,
correctional or ticketing (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1157?lang=en)

e €422 for decisions rendered by the court of cassation (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2224?lang=en) in
criminal, correctional or ticketing matters

In the case of driving under the influence of drugs, these fixed procedural fees are increased by €210.

FYI

Minors do not pay a fixed procedural fee.

Irreproducible charges

The non-repetitive costs shall include the following costs:

e Lawyer fees (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en) (they are fixed freely and specified in a fee
agreement)

e Travel, accommodation costs if parts must attend the hearing
e Remuneration of consultants or experts who have not been appointed by the judge.
These costs are usually advanced by the parties to the trial.

However, the offense may be ordered to repay to the civil party
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1454?lang=en) the fees she advanced.

In order to obtain a refund, the civil party must apply to the Registry of the criminal jurisdiction

(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2189?lang=en) and provide any documents (e.g. quotation, invoice) that

could justify the amount of these fees.

Please note

The request may be made in writing (within conclusions made by the lawyer
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en) ) or orally, during the pleadings.

The amount to be paid is determined by the judge according to the economic situation of the sentenced person.
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The judge is not obliged to order the offender to pay the irreversible costs.

Please note

Counsel for the parties may be paid through legal aid (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en) . If
the winning party receives such aid and the losing party does not, the lawyer of the winning party may waive such aid. In this case,
the losing party may be ordered to pay fees to the winning party's lawyer.

What is the cost of a trial before the administrative courts? ~

The filing of an application before the Administrative Court
(https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2478?lang=en) is free.

However, a proceeding before a administrative court (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2025?lang=en)
entails two types of costs: costs and non-repetitive costs.

Costs of the trial
Costs

In administrative matters, costs include the costs of an expert's report, an investigation and any other measure of inquiry (e.g. a visit
to a public establishment) where they are not covered by the State.

Irreproducible charges

The non-repetitive costs shall include the following costs:

e Lawyer fees (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en) (they are fixed freely and specified in a fee
agreement)

e Travel, accommodation costs if parts must attend the hearing
e Remuneration of consultants or experts who have not been appointed by the judge.
These fees are usually advanced by parties to the proceedings.

Payment of the costs of the trial
Order for costs

The costs shall be paid by the part who loses the trial.

However, if the circumstances of the case so warrant, they may be taken over by another party or shared between the parties to the
trial.

FYI

The State may be ordered to pay the costs.

Payment of non-repetitive charges

The other party may be asked to reimburse the non-repetitive costs.

To get a refund, each part (or its lawyer (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en) ) must make a

written and substantiated claim for reimbursement.

It must also attach all documents justifying the amount of the charges it has advanced (e.g. quotation, invoice, etc.).

At the end of the trial, the judge can order that the party ordered to pay all or part of the costs or also obliged to pay the non-
repetitive costs.

In making its decision, the judge must consider the economic situation of the party who lost the trial.

It is not obliged to order it to pay the irreversible costs advanced by the opposing party.
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Please note

Counsel for the parties may be paid through legal aid (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en) . If
the winning party receives such aid and the losing party does not, the lawyer of the winning party may waive such aid. In this case,
the losing party may be ordered to pay fees to the winning party's lawyer.

Who can help me?

Find who can answer your questions in your region

Statute and miscellaneous references

Code of Civil Procedure: Articles 695 to 700 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article Ic/LEGIARTIO00047053198?lang=en)
Costs of civil, labor, male or commercial proceedings (Article 700)

Code of Criminal Procedure: articles 462 to 486 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000024459224/?lang=en)
Recurring costs for a criminal trial (Article 475-1)

General Tax Code: Article 1018a (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article Ic/LEGIARTI000022174326/?lang=en)

Fixed procedural rights in criminal matters

Code of Criminal Procedure: Articles R761-1 to R761-5 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/id/LEGISCTA000006136497?lang=en)
Costs and expenses for proceedings before an administrative court

Code of Administrative Justice: Article L761-1 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article Ic/LEGIARTI000044570095?lang=en)
Irreproducible costs for proceedings before an administrative court

Law No. 91-647 of 10 July 1991: article 37 (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/article Ic/LEGIARTI000044570090?lang=en)

Payment of fees of opposing party lawyer in receipt of legal aid

FAQ

How is the lawyer paid? (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F15018?lang=en)
Can legal aid be withdrawn? (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1475?lang=en)

Additional topics
Civil case (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/N269?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr
Criminal case (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/N263?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr
Take legal action against the administration (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/N560?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr

Challenge a judgment: appeal to the Court of Cassation (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F1382?lang=en)
Service-Public.fr

Lawyer (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F2153?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr

Legal aid for persons residing in France (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F18074?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr
Economic Activities Tribunal (EAT) (https://www.justice.fr/actu/tribunal-commerce-devient-tribunal-activites-economiques?lang=en)

Ministry of Justice
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