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Voting procedures for municipal elections are changing in municipalities with less than 1,000 inhabitants;
developments are also taking place in Paris, Lyon and Marseille. Service-Public.fr introduces you to the new rules.

A decree published in Official Journal August 28, 2025 set the dates for the next municipal elections. The first round will be held on

March 15, 2026 and, if applicable, the second round will be held on March 22.

What voting system in municipalities with less than 1,000 inhabitants?

In municipalities with less than 1,000 inhabitants, in previous municipal elections, you had the option to change the list for which you

wanted to vote. The municipal councilors were then elected by majority and multi-member ballot, with two rounds. Candidates could

stand alone or in groups; in the second case, the mix was allowed, i.e. you had the option as a voter to remove names from the list you

had chosen and then possibly replace them with other people.

Votes were then counted individually by candidate, including those who ran as a group.

From now on, in municipalities with less than 1,000 inhabitants, municipal elections will be held using the same voting method as in

other cities. This is a proportional and equal list ballot, with 2 rounds.

The lists must be parity (made up of as many women as men), and respect an alternation a woman / a man or vice versa. The

application of this voting method involves the submission of lists of candidates (single applications are no longer possible) and the

elimination of mixing. Now, if you add or delete the name of at least one candidate on your ballot, it will be considered void. The

same will apply if you change the order of the candidates.

This development is taking place because the voting system applied until then in municipalities with less than 1,000 inhabitants did

not allow for the respect of parity in municipal councils.

Please note

You can find on the Vie-publique.fr website

(https://www.vie-publique.fr/fiches/20203-municipales-quel-mode-de-scrutin-dans-les-communes-de-moins-de-1000-hab)  all the

specificities of a 2-round proportional list ballot, as well as the arrangements that have been put in place in municipalities with

fewer than 1,000 inhabitants to take into account the difficulties in composing joint lists in small municipalities.

What voting system in Paris, Lyon and Marseille?

Until then, in Paris, Lyon and Marseille, voters voted in each district or sector (grouping of districts) for a list of councilors. Then, each

district or sector council elected, among its members, those who would also sit on the municipal council. The mayor of the city was

then elected by the city council. Borough or area councilors who did not sit on the municipal council did not participate in the

election of the mayor.

This system was different from other French municipalities, where voters directly elect members of the municipal council.

From now on, in these 3 cities, during the municipal elections, you will be invited to participate in 2 ballots.

A ballot to elect borough councilors (in Paris and Lyon) or sector (in Marseille). The electoral district is your district or sector; you

vote for a list of candidates for your district or sector council.
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A ballot to elect municipal councilors (in Lyon and Marseille), or members of the Paris Council. The electoral district is the

commune; you vote for a list of candidates for the municipal council of Lyon or Marseille, or the Council of Paris. Those who are

elected then vote to appoint the mayor of the city.

The 2 elections take place on the same day. Councilors are elected according to the rules of proportional list voting, parity at 2

rounds (https://www.vie-publique.fr/fiches/20204-municipales-quel-mode-de-scrutin-dans-les-communes-de-1000-hab-et-plus) . A

candidate may run on both a list for the municipal council and a list for the district or sector council.

FYI  

If you are from Lyon, you will also be invited to participate in a third election on the same day, to elect the councilors of the

metropolis of Lyon.

Please note

In the election of the municipal councilors of Lyon and Marseille, and of the members of the Council of Paris, the list which obtains

the absolute majority in the first round or that which comes first in the second round carries a majority premium which amounts to

25% of the seats of the municipal council (in the other communes, the majority premium is 50%).

The remaining seats are then distributed among the lists that obtained at least 5% of the votes, respecting the rules of proportional

voting to the highest average.

You can find a detailed explanation of how this majority premium works on the Vie-publique.fr website

(https://www.vie-publique.fr/fiches/299828-municipales-le-mode-de-scrutin-paris-lyon-et-marseille-plm-2025) .

Decree No. 2025-848 of August 27, 2025 fixing the date of renewal of municipal and community councilors, Lyon metropolitan

councilors, Paris councilors and district councilors of Paris, Lyon and Marseille and calling in voters

(https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/decret/2025/8/27/INTP2523622D/jo/texte?lang=en)

LAW No. 2025-795 of August 11, 2025 to reform the method of election of members of the Paris Council and the Lyon and Marseille

municipal councils (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2025/8/11/INTX2505108L/jo/texte?lang=en)

LAW No. 2025-444 of 21 May 2025 to harmonize the voting method in municipal elections in order to guarantee democratic vitality,

municipal cohesion and parity (https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2025/5/21/INTX2204085L/jo/texte?lang=en)
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