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Breast cancer: One month to raise awareness about screening
Publié le 01 octobre 2024 - Directorate for Legal and Administrative Information (Prime Minister)

"October Pink" celebrates its 31ste birthday in 2024. The event symbolized by the pink ribbon focuses on organized screening, with the
National Cancer Institute. The information and awareness campaign that takes place throughout this month of October has the slogan:
"Stronger Together!".

Add to my calendar (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/download-echeance-actu-ics-calendar/A15216)

Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women in France and is the main cause of death among women.

The National Cancer Institute (INCa) estimates that 80% of breast cancers occur after the age of 50. It is from this age that the INCa recommends regular

screening, the most effective in order to increase the chances of cure in case of illness. Detected at an early stage, the disease usually requires less burdensome

and less aggressive treatments.

FYI  

If you are between 50 and 74 years of age and have no personal or family history of the disease or symptoms, your risk level is considered “medium” and the

national screening program is recommended.

The mechanism

From the age of 50 and every 2 years (in the absence of symptoms and high risk), you will receive a letter inviting you to perform breast cancer screening at

home. A list of registered radiologists is attached to this invitation and you can freely choose the one you wish to consult or make an appointment with a

registered radiologist outside your department of residence.

Screening consists of clinical breast examination (examination performed directly on the patient) and a mammography (X-ray examination). As part of the

organized screening program, a second systematic reading of mammograms deemed normal is ensured, for safety reasons, by a second experienced radiologist.

In some situations, ultrasonography of the breasts is also needed to complete mammography, for example when breast density does not allow correct

interpretation of mammography.

Organized screening is 100% covered by the Health Insurance by presenting the care voucher and invitation letter sent by the Health Insurance.

Routine screening does not include people under 50. For people over 74 years of age, it should be discussed with the attending physician.

Please note

From 25 years of age, a physical examination (observation and palpation) of the breasts is recommended at least once a year, regardless of your risk level. It

may be done by a primary care doctor, gynecologist, or midwife.

Please note

If you have not received this email, you can contact the screening coordination centre

(https://www.e-cancer.fr/Comprendre-prevenir-depister/Se-faire-depister/Centres-regionaux-de-coordination-des-depistages-des-cancers)  from your region.

If mammography was done less than 2 years ago, it is not necessary to schedule the examination. Simply indicate the date of this mammogram in the

questionnaire received in the mail and inform its Regional Cancer Screening Coordination Center (CRCDC). The next invitation will be sent 2 years after this

date.

All the questions you have about screening

The INCa answers all your questions about the screening program

(https://www.e-cancer.fr/Comprendre-prevenir-depister/Se-faire-depister/Depistage-du-cancer-du-sein/De-50-a-74-ans/Le-programme-de-depistage-les-reponses-

a-vos-questions)

, such as:

I didn't receive my invitation, who should I address?

I've had breast cancer, am I going to get an invitation?

I have breast implants, is that a problem?

Does mammography detect all cancers that may be present?
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Does mammography hurt?

How am I informed of the results?

What if an anomaly is detected?

What if I decide not to get tested?

For more information, you can also visit the practical information booklet of the National Cancer Institute

(https://www.e-

cancer.fr/content/download/444228/6716778/file/Livret%20d'informations%20pratiques%20sur%20le%20d%C3%A9pistage%20des%20cancers%20du%20sein.pdf)

.

Additional topics

What screening for which disease? (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/F218?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr

Protecting against cancer: a test for personalized advice (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/actualites/A17654?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr

Taking stock of your health with My prevention check-up (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/actualites/A17677?lang=en)

Service-Public.fr

Breast cancer screening: for whom? When? How?

(https://www.ameli.fr/seine-saint-denis/assure/actualites/depistage-du-cancer-du-sein-pour-qui-quand-comment?lang=en)

National Health Insurance Fund (Cnam)

October Pink (https://octobre-rose.ligue-cancer.net/?lang=en)

National Cancer Institute (NCICa)

Ruban Rose - The 2024 information campaign (https://www.cancerdusein.org/octobre-rose/la-campagne-d-information-2024?lang=en)

Pink Ribbon

Screening for breast cancer (https://www.e-cancer.fr/Comprendre-prevenir-depister/Se-faire-depister/Depistage-du-cancer-du-sein?lang=en)

National Cancer Institute (NCICa)

Breast cancer (https://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/maladies-et-traumatismes/cancers/cancer-du-sein?lang=en)

Public Health France

Agenda

JUSQU'AU 28 FÉVR. 2026

Prévention
Grippe et Covid-19 : la campagne de vaccination est prolongée (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/actualites/A17729?lang=en)

Publié le 28 janvier 2026

DU 15 JANV. AU 21 FÉVR. 2026

Démographie
Recensement de la population : quand et où a-t-il lieu en 2026 ? (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/actualites/A16298?lang=en)

Publié le 04 novembre 2025

See all due dates (https://www.service-public.gouv.fr/particuliers/actualites/agenda?lang=en)
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